
Tidal flooding in the lower lying areas of 
Hampton is inevitable due to proximity to the 
Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Ocean, as seen 
in the satellite image below. 

Hampton, like the entire Atlantic coastline, is 
seeing  a  gradual  increase  in  sea  levels.  What’s  
causing sea levels to rise may be debated, but it 
is happening and no one can say with certainty 
how high it will rise in the future. A U.S. Army 
Corps of  Engineers study in 2012 depicts the 
sea level rise predictions (below) at  the  Sewell’s  
Point Tide Gauge station at the mouth of the 
Elizabeth River, which is the closest gauge to 
Hampton’s  Shoreline.   

UNDERSTANDING WHAT TIDAL FLOODING MEANS TO YOU 

PREPARING YOURSELF, YOUR FAMILY OR YOUR BUSINESS 

The City of Hampton has developed a series of 
Hampton Tidal Flood Maps, which are available 
online, for use by our citizens and business 
owners to see how tidal water will spread over 
neighborhoods and business property at 
various tidal heights above the current normal 
high tide. Using the maps, you can find your 
home or business on a specific map sheet and 
see what tidal height above normal high tide 
your street, yard and house will be subject to 
tidal flooding. For example, below are the maps 
you could view if you lived or traveled along 
Fox Hill Road at Old Buckroe Road. 

And more importantly, if evacuation should be 
necessary, in addition to the tidal flood maps, 
there are spreadsheets available online that will 
give you information on how deep tidal flood 
waters may be in certain street segments based 
on the predicted height of the tide during a 
storm. 

Make an Disaster Kit Prepare Your Property Plan & Keep Informed 

During a major tidal flood event, be prepared to 
make it on your own for at least three days. It 
may take that long for FEMA or other first 
responders to reach you. The City of Hampton 
website provides information on stocking a 
Disaster Kit @ www.Hampton-kit.gov as does 
FEMA @ www.ready.gov/build-a-kit.  Essentially, 
gather up: 

� Toiletries & Personal Hygiene Items 

�Water (1 gallon per person for 3 days) 

� Food (3 -5 day supply of non–perishables) 

�Manual can opener/paper plates/utensils 

� Clothing (include rain gear & sturdy shoes) 

� Blankets & pillows 

� First Aid Kit 

�Medication original bottles (7 days worth) 

�Moist wipes 

� Flashlight & extra batteries 

� Battery-operated or hand-crank radio 

� Cash/ID Cards 

� Extra Set of Keys for house & car 

� Important Documents in waterproof package 

� Toys/books/entertainment 

� Car charger (for cell phone) 

There are various ways you can protect your 
property from tidal flood damage. For more 
detailed information go to the FEMA’s  website  
@ www.ready.gov/floods: 
�Mark your fuse or breaker box to show the 

circuits serving floodable areas. Turning off 
the power to these areas before flooding can 
reduce property damage and save lives.  

� Turn off the gas prior to major storms as 
well, to prevent fires if lines rupture.  

� Consider elevating your home above flood 
levels. There are many variables in the cost 
to elevate: condition of your home, type of 
foundation, elevations of the 100-year flood, 
the ground, and lowest floor of your home, 
and other structural elements.  

� You may also be able to elevate or protect 
individual components, such as your HVAC 
unit, ductwork, or plumbing. 

� Check your structure for water entry points. 
These can be basement windows, doors, or 
dryer vents. These openings can be 
protected with low walls or temporary 
shields to be installed before flood events. 
Many of these retrofit projects can be 
performed in just a short week or weekend 
and at minimal cost  
for supplies.  

� Install a floor drain  
plug, standpipe,  
overhead sewer, or  
sewer backup valve  
to prevent sewer  
backup flooding. 

FEMA’s  website  has  detailed  information  for  
making plans for a varied of people and situations 
@ www.ready.gov/make-a-plan. Essentially, 
create: 
� A Communications Plan – Consider how to 

communicate with your family members. 
Consider having each member call or text the 
same friend or relative to check-in. 

� A  “Shelter-in-Place”  Plan  – Understand when 
circumstances require that you stay where you 
are and create a barrier between you and 
possible contamination or flooding. 

� A  “Get  Away”  Plan  – Plan how you will gather 
your family and where you will go. Choose 
several destinations in different directions so 
you have options depending on the emergency. 
Take your pets and your Disaster Kit with you 
when you leave. 

� School and Work Plans – Talk  to  your  children’s  
schools and your employer about emergency 
plans. Talk to your neighbors, so you can work 
together. 

Most importantly, keep informed. Watch 
television, listen to the radio, check websites for 
official instructions as they may develop during an 
emergency. Prepare to  
react in any type of  
emergency. Go to  
www.ready.gov to learn  
more or call  
1.800.237.3239. 
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