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Circuit Court, clerks office closed May 9-17, reopen in new building May 18
Tuesday, May 3, 2016 - Hampton’s Circuit Court and Clerk of Courts offices will be closed May 9-17 while they move into their new home. 
A public dedication ceremony for the new courthouse - at the corner of King Street and Pembroke Avenue - is set for Friday, May 6 at 1 p.m. The public is also invited to tour the building an hour later at 2 p.m. It opens for business on Wednesday, May 18.
Circuit Court Chief Judge Wilford Taylor Jr. called the new courthouse a major accomplishment for the citizens of Hampton. Noting the vastly improved accessibility and safety features in the building, Taylor said: “I’m ecstatic. It provides a 21st Century, state-of-the-art facility for the highest trial court of the Commonwealth – the Circuit Court. The people needed this.”
“This new building will be SAFER and more accessible for both city residents and our courthouse staff,” said Hampton Mayor George Wallace. “It is the result of years of planning and a lot of hard work by people dedicated to giving the city a functional building in compliance with all new regulations. I’m glad we could be a part of this project.”

Vice Mayor Linda Curtis, former commonwealth’s attorney for Hampton, said: “I have nearly 40 years of memories in the old courthouse. My first job in Hampton was as law clerk to Judge Edgar A. Massenburg in the summer of 1976. The new courthouse will be a huge improvement in terms of accessibility and security, and I know it will be a facility in which our citizens will take great pride.”

Construction of the $23 million courthouse – the price includes design, furniture and equipment - began in late 2013 but was delayed at times by winter weather. At 73,664 square feet, the new building is substantially larger and more secure than the old courthouse just a few blocks away.

Built in 1867, the old courthouse is leaky and could not accommodate the foot traffic and level of security required today. There are few holding areas in the old courthouse and sheriff’s deputies have had to transfer prisoners over a flyway and through public corridors and past public areas to get to courtrooms. The old courthouse also has areas that are not easily accessible.

Safety and accessibility are key components of the new building. There are separate elevators and access points for the public, judges, and defendants. There is video surveillance throughout the building, and an electronic “key” is required for many doors and non-public areas.

The new courthouse includes an extra 4,000 square feet of space on the first floor for deeds and other records kept by the clerk of courts, three jury courtrooms, two hearing rooms, an administrative area, judges chambers and other offices.

The building is also designed to be LEEDS certified  - meaning that it should qualify for certification in the worldwide Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program. The courthouse design includes a “green” roof that filters rainwater, energy efficient heating and air conditioning, and lights that turn on and off based on motion in a room. Developed by the U.S. Green Building Council, the LEEDS program rates and certifies buildings based on their design, operation and maintenance.

The new courthouse was built by McKenzie Construction Corp. of Virginia Beach based on a design by MMM Design Group of Norfolk, Wylie R. Cooke Design of Norfolk, and RicciGreene Associates of New York City. 
The dedication ceremony May 6 will include remarks from Mayor George Wallace, City Manager Mary Bunting, Sheriff B.J. Roberts and S. Bernard Goodwyn, justice on the Supreme Court of Virginia.

Both the Circuit Court and the Clerk’s Office will be closed May 9-17 so that offices and records can be moved. Court services not available online will not be accessible. Residents interested in getting a marriage license can do so in neighboring communities. The new courthouse will open for business on Wednesday, May 18.

Visitors to the courthouse are reminded that cell phones are prohibited and they may be subject to security measures, including metal detectors.
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